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Abstract 

One of the things that the world is craving for is peace. Today’s world is 

characterized by war, violence, turmoil and injustice. Peace does not mean absence 

of war or violence but it necessarily means justice and wellbeing of all in the society. 

Mahatma Gandhi was a man who not only preached peace but live his life like an 

example for all of us who wish to spread peace in the world. He believed in 

truthfulness, non-violence and simplicity as integral parts of peace. Peace education 

is teaching of skills, knowledge and attitude for maintaining peace in the individual 

and the society. For Gandhi the essentials of peace education consisted of practicing 

harmony, human rights, character development, equality and humanity. Today, the 

relevance of Mahatma Gandhi is undeniable. As an ambassador of peace, his 

message for corrupt-free society, cleanliness, health and secularism undoubtedly 

remains the most relevant for today’s society. 
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Introduction 

Gandhi was one of the most precious children of Mother India in the nineteenth 

century. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, popularly known as Mahatma Gandhi, 

was Father of Indian nation, and a great political, spiritual leader and an eminent 
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Educationist. He was born on October 2, 1869 in Porbandanr, Gujarat, India. His 

father Karamchand Uttamchand Gandhi served as the Dewan of Porbandar state. 

His mother was Putlibai Gandhi. She was deeply religious lady and she left an 

everlasting influence on Mohan Das. Mahatma Gandhi, a man of great soul, was 

also a man of simple living and high thinking. Gandhi is the only renowned leader 

in the world history who is so closely identified with peace and nonviolence. Gandhi 

demonstrated simplicity as the most heroic characteristic he possessed. He was also 

a man of honesty, since everything he did and said was done with honesty. He wrote 

a book called "The Story of My Experiments with Truth" because he believed in 

truth. Mahatma Gandhi was a major proponent of nonviolence and peace. 

The twenty-first century has inherited the twentieth century's unbelievable 

multifaceted growth and development. Unfortunately, there is also a very dark side. 

The social well-being, solidarity, and moral values are deteriorating, and 

international understanding is in a critical state. We are now physically together, 

but are still mentally divided. Gandhiji's teaching of peace education is one of the 

tools to bring back social well-being and peace in the society. Mahatma Gandhi has 

been a source of inspiration, not only for the nation, but for the entire world. His 

teachings on peace can be utilized to establish peace in our war-struct world. Every 

citizen of the global family wishes to live in a peaceful environment in the twenty-

first century, and this atmosphere can only be achieved through Gandhian 

philosophy. Gandhi's peace education is determined to establish harmony in the 

world (Ojha,2018). 

Objectives of the Study 

The study was conducted to achieve the following objectives. 

(a) To explore the concept of peace according to Mahatma Gandhi.  

(b) To explore the concept of peace education according to Mahatma Gandhi.  

(c) To find out the relevance of Mahatma Gandhi's concept of peace education in 

21st century. 

Methodology of the Study 

This is a Philosophical research as it mainly deals with ideas of Mahatma Gandhi. 

For data collection the researchers depended upon some primary sources namely 

“An Autobiography- The Story of my Experiment with Truth”, “Constructive 

Program” and “Ethical Religion”. The researchers also used some secondary sources 
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from journal articles for collection of data. The researchers used content analysis 

technique for analysing the data. The results are discussed under various broad 

themes as emerged from the data. 

The Concept of Peace according to Mahatma Gandhi 

Peace is a state of mind in which we feel good about ourselves, our families, our 

friends, our communities, and our future. Gandhi is a global symbol of peace, and 

his nonviolence and peace teachings are the best sources of peace for our society. 

Mahatma Gandhi lived his life in accordance with his principles, "My life is my 

message," he remarked. By peace he meant the following. 

Truthfulness: From his autobiography it is known that truthfulness was one of the 

principles of his life. An incident in his school life proves the truth about this. The 

incident occurred during his first year of high school during an examination, and it 

was noteworthy. Mr. Giles, the educational inspector, had paid a surprise visit. As a 

spelling exercise, he had given them five words to write. 'Kettle' was one of the 

words. He had spelled it incorrectly. With the point of his boot, the teacher tried to 

prompt him, but he refused. The result was that all the boys wrote it correctly 

except Mahatma Gandhi. Only he had been stupid. But Gandhi said, "I never could 

learn the art of 'copying" (Gandhiji, 1927). This incident shows how truthful Gandhi 

was from his childhood.  

He was particularly impressed by two events in his childhood. One day in his 

childhood his eyes fell on a book purchased by his father. It was Shravana Pitri 

Bhakit Natak. He read it with intense interest. One of the pictures shown was of 

Shravana carrying his blind parents on a pilgrimage. The book and the picture left 

an indelible impression on his mind. Then he said "here is an example for you to 

copy" to himself (Mahatma Gandhi, 1927). There was a similar incident connected 

with another play. He was deeply influenced by Harishchandra Natak. Then he 

asked the question to himself day and night " why should not be truthful like 

Harischandra" (Mahatma Gandhi ,1927). To follow truth and to go through all the 

ordeals Harishchandra went through was what inspired him.  

Influenced by all these events, the seeds of truth, non -violence, peace & duty 

gradually planted in Gandhi. Gandhi’s concept of peace and non-violence is 

integrally related to his world view. True, Gandhi did not write directly on peace, 

but his entire ideas and life have had a profound impact on peace studies and 
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education, not just in India but around the world. 

Non-violence: S. N. Prasad noted (as mentioned in Manjre & Patil,2020), “The most 

fundamental principle of Gandhiji’s philosophy of peace is “Ahimsa” or non-violence 

which is law of love, life and creation as opposed to violence or Himsa, the cause of 

hatred, death and destruction”. If we want to avoid personal, social, national, and 

worldwide conflicts, the universal human virtue Ahimsa should be nurtured not 

only at a personal level, but also at a social, national, and international level as said 

by Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi (as cited in Kelly) noted that "Nonviolence 

is not a garment to be put on and off at will. Its seat is in the heart, and it must be 

an inseparable part of our being". 

The concept of world peace is described as nonviolence in which nations cooperate 

freely, either voluntarily or as a result of a government structure that prohibits 

warfare. It is a very effective way to avoid conflict since it stems from an inner 

knowledge of everyone's equality. Gandhi was known as a "man of the millennium" 

who taught us truth, nonviolence, and peace. The term "peace" is a broad one. 

Nonviolence, in Gandhi's opinion, is the ultimate solution to all of the world's 

problems. 

Peace in the twenty-first century is no longer defined as the absence of war, but 

rather as the realization of harmony at all levels of human activity. Mahatma 

Gandhi was a major proponent of nonviolence and peace. Gandhi first started 

teaching the Bhagavad Gita at the request of his two brothers in England. Then an 

interest arose in him to know the content of all religions. About the same time 

Gandhi met a good Christian from Manchester in a vegetarian boarding house. 

Then the man advised Gandhi to read The Holy Bible. Gandhi accepted his advice. 

By reading the Bible Gandhi gained insight into the notion of ahimsa after hearing 

Jesus' message about "turning the other cheek" (non-injury and non-killing). The 

well-known phrase ‘Ahimsa Paramo Dharma' reflects this way of thinking (non-

violence is the highest moral virtue).  

This was his method of nonviolent resistance to the British rulers. With Gandhi's 

satyagraha, India was able to obtain independence from Britain in a generally 

peaceful manner. Gradually he began to read more than one scripture to learn the 

basic principles of all religions. Through the study of various scriptures Gandhi 

realized that no matter which way the light of the sun comes from, its sources is the 

same, just as people of different religions have the same meaning. At that time 
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Gandhi was disturbed by religions factions and he was sympathetic to all religions. 

He felt that the pillar of morality was truth. So, he said "Truth become my sole 

objectives" (Mahatma Gandhi,1925). His religious consciousness was developed 

through the study of the Bhagavad Gita. He also was greatly influenced by karma 

yoga chapter of the Srimad Bhagavat Gita. Gandhi was enthralled with the Hindu 

classic "Srimad Bhagavad Gita," and saw the vast, epic fight between the Pandavas 

and the Kauravas as a struggle for truth and an end to injustice. 

He proclaimed that all human beings are linked and interconnected, and that they 

are all part of the divine. His religious consciousness gave birth to the concepts of 

truth, nonviolence, and peace. Gandhi thought that truth and love were at the heart 

of all religions (compassion and non-violence). All religions teach tolerance to their 

followers because they are founded on love and compassion for humanity. In order 

to realize God, he advised that man live a true life.  

Simplicity: Gandhi had a simple life and high thinking. Gandhi demonstrated 

simplicity as the most heroic characteristic he possessed. Gandhi believed for a 

simple lifestyle. He wanted a simple lifestyle, with simple necessities. He lacked 

attitude despite being a barrister (a lawyer). He dressed like a commoner and only 

wore garments made of khadi that he had made himself (cotton). He used to be a 

vegetarian, then a fruitarian, and he would go days without eating and not 

complain. Gandhi felt that if man could use time wisely and master a simple life, he 

could easily achieve his goal and bring peace in his life. 

The concept of peace Education according to Mahatma Gandhi 

Peace education is the process of learning values, knowledge, and developing 

attitudes, skills, and activities that allow one to live in harmony with oneself, 

others, and the natural world (Allen,2007). Peace education is a planned strategy 

for minimizing conflicts and violence caused by injustice, inequality and human 

rights violations, as well as executing the tools and methods for doing so through 

suitable teaching and learning process. It develops the person into a responsible 

global citizen who seeks to acquire and spread world peace. As a result, peace 

education is an educational goal (Ojha,2018). Mahatma Gandhi meant the following 

in his concept of peace education. 

Harmony: Today, communal harmony is critical for national unity, which is why 

Gandhi made it a top priority. He believed that the greatest way to realize the 
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universality of religion is to universalize it. Harmony does not happen overnight. 

Essentially, education's purpose is to promote growth, peace, spiritualism, 

tolerance, and acceptance of others' viewpoints. There is a pervasive sense of unease 

throughout the world, which has resulted in widespread violence. He intended to 

use tolerance to help the country move from places of animosity to places of 

religious harmony, so that we might all strive toward respect for one another.  

It emphasizes the importance of peace in education and demonstrates that peace 

should be an integral part of school and college curricula. As Mahatma Gandhi said, 

“If we want to teach peace in the world, we must begin with children,”. It is a life-

long education that teaches how to live in harmony with others. Gandhi provided 

many wise words for modern men who want to fight for goodness in society without 

resorting to violence. The force of power can never defeat the force of love. There can 

be no democracy without peace and harmony. Education is merely a tool. It is 

sterile unless it is accompanied with integrity, firmness, patience, and other virtues.  

Human rights: Peace education and children's rights or human rights education are 

closely related activities that complement and assist each other. Peace education 

focuses on the promotion of human rights awareness. It emphasizes on the policies 

that humanity should implement to grow closer to a peaceful global community. 

Human Rights education enables students to develop abilities that will enable them 

to act in ways that protect and promote their own and others' rights. It also 

discusses the duties that come with obtaining rights. The fundamental goal is to 

cultivate in participants a desire to cooperate for a peaceful society in which all 

members of the human race can realize their personal freedoms while being legally 

protected from violence, oppression, and indignity. Gandhi believed that every 

person is a child of God. Therefore, equal rights of all are essential in all spheres of 

life irrespective of race, caste, and religion. Gandhi established message of human 

right through his peace education.  

Character development: The overall aim of education for peace is to help in building 

a peaceful world. Because peace education is that education which develops a 

society which is free from exploitation, violence and injustice. Gandhi feels that 

violence is not a natural tendency of humans. It is a learned experience. There is 

need for a perfect weapon to combat violence. The perfect weapon is character 

development through peace education. "If we wish to create lasting peace we must 

begin with the children" as Mahatma Gandhi properly stated. Future generations 

may need to be educated in the skills, views, attitudes, values, and behavioral 



Shodh Sankalp Journal (ISSN 2582-9033)                                        Vol 2 (2) June 2022 
 

 

    Thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi on Peace Education and its Relevance          Page 20 
https://shodhsankalp.in 

 

patterns that will allow them to construct and preserve peace. It is vital to describe 

the nature of peace and peace education in order to understand how to make peace 

education effective and sustainable.  

Equality: Throughout his life, Gandhiji spoke of establishing equality between the 

countries of the world. He spoke of establishing equality irrespective of race, 

religion, and caste. These two principles of non-violence & equality are the key to 

the development of any country. Peace education is the tool that perpetuates these 

two principles.  

Humanity: Present day cycle is known as cycle of violence where violence, war and 

poverty are cumulatively growing and the social order is known as '’violent social 

order’. Humanity is facing a terrible challenge of its own existence. When 

differences become accentuated and people, communities, or nations are on the 

verge of outright bloodshed, Gandhi's peace-education approach offers opportunities 

for conflict resolution. Gandhi's life is full of examples of how he was able to 

intervene by nonviolent means such as listening, sympathizing, discourse, fasting, 

suffering, and other forms of peaceful intervention. Peace education can teach us 

how to empathise with the feelings of others, adapt our language, and engage in 

nonviolent interventions to halt rising violence causative cycles that are about to 

burst (Allen,2007). The overall aim of education for peace is to help in building a 

peaceful world. Therefore, peace education is that education which develops a 

society which is free from exploitation, violence and injustice.  

Relevance of Mahatma Gandhi's Concept of Peace education in 21st century 

The world is really in need of leaders, those who can set a good example and teach 

others the proper way to go about, and Gandhiji was one such leader who the world 

needs at this time. His ideas and views continue to inspire the youth even more 

than half a century after his death in 1948. Every day in the twenty-first century, 

we live in fear of a conflict. The importance of Gandhi's principle of moral and 

character development in achieving a peaceful social order must be emphasized.  

Ambassador of peace education: We need a leader like Gandhi, a guy of uncommon 

courage, character and charisma who dares to tell the truth, especially now that we 

are surrounded by forces of darkness. During the heyday of British rule over the 

world, Mahatma Gandhi battled against the use of force throughout his life. He 

changed the attitudes of millions of people, inspiring them to resist injustice by 
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nonviolent methods.  

The extraordinary success Gandhi had fighting for human rights and civil freedom 

in faraway South Africa, followed by Nelson Mandela's adoption of Gandhian 

techniques and subsequent confessions by former South African president De Klerk 

that he was strongly influenced by Gandhi. Thanks to Gandhi's activities and ideas, 

the Asian and African continents have seen peaceful power transitions and social 

progress. He intended to use tolerance to help the country move from places of 

animosity to places of religious harmony, so that we might all strive toward 

understanding one another. He highlighted that the basis of equality, the heart of 

harmony must be laid today and built upon by the ethical and economic 

contentment of the masses. Gandhi argued that information should be humanized 

in order to protect people from the increase of distrust among nations and 

nationalities around the world. 

Leadership of peace: A leader is someone who knows how to lead, how to follow and 

how to show others how to follow. A strong leader is always able to lead a team to 

success, no matter what situation they are in. Although everybody can be a leader, 

but only a few can become great leaders. In the present situation we desperately 

need an ideal leader like Gandhiji and the proper application of his peace education. 

Gandhiji was a real and ideal leader. He chose to fight against the British 

government to liberate mother India but the path was one of peace, truth, and non-

violence. Through his leadership Gandhiji spread the message of peace education to 

the world. 

Corruption-free society: Gandhiji's transparency did not only mean the clearness of 

the environment, he also emphasizes the purity & transparency of the human 

heart. But in the present society such transparency is hardly observed. Today 

people are abusing power to satisfy their own interests. It is surprising to see that 

even though Gandhiji's pictures were very carefully displayed in various 

organizations (educational institutions, police station, & various Government 

agencies), most of the people in the organizations did not put Gandhiji's principle 

and values into practice. So now black money has become a very common word in 

the world. Gandhi was a truthful person. At present, for the formation of a 

transparent society, the proper application of Gandhiji's peace education is very 

important. If Gandhiji's peace education principles are properly planted in the 

hearts of the people, then the value of transparency will also develop in the people. 

He remarked that one should oppose corruption in the society. So, it can be said 
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that Gandhiji's principles of peace education & his transparency are deeply 

connected with each other. 

Swachh Bharat: The importance of Mahatma Gandhi in shaping New India cannot 

be ignored. Swachhata or cleanliness is more vital than independence, Gandhiji 

once observed. His personality was characterized by austerity and transparency. 

Gandhiji considered hygiene to be second only to godliness. The most important 

thing is that Gandhiji's idea of clearness and peace education are not different. 

These two concepts are directly or indirectly related to each other. Gandhiji believed 

that clean India could create a peaceful India. We know that if the environment 

around us is opaque and dirty, it leaves a deep impression in our minds, which 

creates a negative energy in every one of us. Therefore, clearness is very important 

not only in building a healthy India but also in building a peaceful India. 

Swasth Bharat: Our main concern in the current situation is to build a healthy body 

& healthy mind. The main concern of the world especially under the influence of 

corona virus (Covid-19) is to build a healthy body and increase the body 's resistance 

to disease. Health is always a top issue for Gandhiji. In this regard he is of the 

opinion that one should consume healthy food as it affects one’s consciousness and 

help prevent diseases. Health means not only a healthy body but also a healthy 

mind. At present, people ignore about having a healthy mind. Family, societal, 

ethnic, and religious violence has plunged people into more loneliness. As a result, 

the new generation is being misled by various anti-social activities. Even if the 

world is physically united, we are yet mentally divided. Though peace and unity are 

mentioned in speeches, but not in men's hearts. The long lockdown has made people 

realize that loneliness can take a terrible form. Gandhiji's idea of peace education 

was the only way to reunite people mentally. The most interesting thing is that 

Gandhiji's idea of life and peace education has become more and more relevant at 

this time. 

Secularism: Understanding the true meaning of God is vital in today's world. Some 

classes of people have misled religion to satisfy their own interests. As a result, 

religion has become the centre of conflict rather than the maintenance of social well-

being. In a country like India, we often see conflicts over religion. In such situations 

we are reminded of a great personality like Gandhiji, who was able to convey to the 

world the true nature of God in a very beautiful way. Gandhiji used secularism and 

peace education in almost the same sense. Proper application of peace education can 

create an attitude of secularism among the people. Gandhiji's peace education is a 
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perfect weapon that can maintain unity to create a peaceful environment in the 

whole world. He promoted a secular doctrine known as ‘Servadharma Sambhav’ 
which means equal regard for all religions. He thought that all major religions had 

the power to promote peace and unity among within its members and members of 

other faiths. He saw religion as a symbol of unity that encourages men to be 

brothers and work together. 
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