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Abstract
India is a post-colonial democratic country. Its ideal is ideal of welfare state,
as a major part of the people is marginal. Therefore, here much of modern
politics is conditioned by the popular politics. It is not a new phenomenon
across the globe. On the other hand, all countries irrespective of developed,
developing or under developed are in the grip of liberalization, privatization
and globalization (LPG). India is also not the exception to that phenomenon,
although it is, in real sense, contrary to the populism. The wheel of
liberalization has also been running in the world-largest democracy like India
since 1991. But side by side, a lot of popular policies for welfare of the
population has been taken by the government during the period from 1990 to
2020. Therefore, the paper has to highlight mainly the relationship between
populism and development in terms of human development index (HDI) in
the co-existence of the two opposite entities- populism and liberalization in
India for the period- 1990-2020.
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Introduction:
After the World War-II, the process of decolonization was started in the
former colonies in Asia and Africa and about forty new states like India,
Pakistan, Ceylon- now Srilanka, Barma- now Myanmar in Asia and Ghana,
Kenya, Zimbabwe, Tunisia etc in Africa, achieved autonomy or outright
independence from their European colonial rulers. The newly emerged
independent countries had to face several socio-economic and political
problems.
The post-colonial countries are different on the basis of geographical size,
natural resources, socio- political and cultural factors, political and
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governmental structures etc. Samuel P. Huntington (1991) stated in his book,
“The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century” that the
second wave of democracy(1940s
democracy(1940s-1970s),
0s), victory of the Allied in the Second
World War initiated the process of democratization in the colonial countries
of Asia, Africa and Latin America. Therefore, under the second wave of
democracy, India, the world
world-largest
largest democratic country had started her
journey with uncountable socio
socio-economic
economic and political problems.
In most of the political regimes since independence, the Indian leaders have
adopted populist politics. Side by side, India has also adopted the economic
liberalization policy in the conte
context
xt of liberalization, privatization and
globalization (LPG) across the globe. But populist politics and economic
liberalization are ideologically opposite to each other. Therefore, it is high
time to make a study on development of India in the co
co-existence
existence of populism
and liberalization of the period
period- 1990-2020.
Significance of the study: The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), the
research division of the Economist Group, a UK
UK-based
based non-governmental
non
organization founded in 1946 has measured the state of de
democracy
mocracy in 167
countries. The Democracy Index is based on sixty indicators grouped in five
categories- electoral process and pluralism, functioning of government,
political participation, political culture and civil liberties. The index
categorizes each country
untry into one of four regime types
types- full democracy, flawed
democracy, hybrid regime and authoritarian regime.
If we put the data available for democracy index for the period from Economic
Intelligence Unit’s Democracy Index (2006
(2006- 2020) in the graph, the health of
democracy of India can be shown below:
GraphGraph-I
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Source: Calculated Democracy Indices from Economist Intelligence Unit and
Self-made Graph
The Graph-II shows that under the consideration of democracy indices for the
period from 2006 to 2020 the IIndian
ndian democracy is within the category of
flawed democracy, where elections are free and fair and basic civil liberties
are honoured, but may have issues (e.g. media freedom infringement and
minor suppression of political opposition and critics); it has si
significant
gnificant faults
in other aspects including under developed political culture, low levels of
participation in politics and issues in the functioning of the government.
If we see India from the perspective of world population and total work force
of the world,
ld, at a glance the position of India will be reflected in pie charts
below:
Graph--II
Graph

Graph
Graph--III
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force and Self-made
The Graph-II
II shows that approxemately 18% of world population live in
India, the world-largest
largest democratic country and the Graph
Graph-III
III shows that
India consists of approxemately 15.5% of total workforce of the world.
As the world-largest
largest democr
democracy
acy along with huge workforce, India has been
more or less maintaining a consistency of category of the democracy as per
democracy indices available for the period from 2006 to 2020 in the coco
existence of the opposite two entities
entities- populism and economic liberalization.
li
Therefore, the study is highly significant.
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Scope and objective of the study: In the study, the period from 1990 to 2020
has been accounted for, as the liberalization has started to run its wheel since
the 1991. The study has to focus mainly:i)
ii)
iii)

The relationship between populism and development in terms of
human development index (HDI) ;
The role of increasing voter participation and
The co-existence of populism and liberalization in human
development of India.

Methodology: Secondary data and information have been used to make the
analysis of the study fruitful, taking simple mathematical and statistical
tools along with some theoretical conceptions of political science.
Analysis of the study: Before coming to the main theme of the study, first I
would like to explain the concept of popular politics in post-colonial country
like India with reference to the concept of Partha Chatterjee (2004) as stated
in his book, “The Politics of the Governed”. The same shape of populism of
developed countries must not be matched with that of the post-colonial
countries. Popular politics doesn’t refer to any particular institutional form or
process of politics; much of such politics is conditioned by the functions and
activities of modern governmental system, which have now become part of
the expected functions of the government. These expectations and activities
produce certain relations between government and populations. Those
relations help to grow and shape the popular politics. Therefore, in the
concept of popular politics, there is a conflict that lies at the heart of modern
politics especially in post-colonial countries like India. It is the opposition
between the universal ideal of civic nationalism based on individual freedoms
and equal rights irrespective of distinctions of religion, race, language or
culture and the particular demands of cultural identity, which call for the
differential treatment of particular groups on grounds of vulnerability or
backwardness or historical injustice or indeed for numerous other reasons.
That is, in this case, a tradition has been occuring in modern politics from a
conception of democratic politics grounded in the idea of popular sovereignty
to one in which democratic politics is shaped by governmentality, which is
generally associated with willing participation of the governed.
Governmentality approach to the study of power emphasizes the governing
people’s conduct through positive means rather than the sovereign power to
formulate law. So, democracy today isn’t government of, by and for the
people. Rather it should be seen as the politics of the governed.
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Now, I would explain the term liberalization, which has come to be equated
with a change in approach towards organization of political and economic
institutions and process. Re-organization of institutional space is intended to
alter the relative power of state and private enterprise. India is already based
on political liberalism from the view point of the Constitution of India. But as
India is a welfare state, it doesn’t agree fully with the concept of economic
liberalism, which stands for a laissez-faire on free-market economy. The
primary objective of liberalization is claimed to be the re-orientation of
economies in the direction of market principles. The emphasis on deregulation of industrial licensing system, reform of financial system,
emphasis on removal of subsidies, price supports, user pay principle,
privatization etc are steps considered essential for liberalization.
But since the late 20th century, populism has played a vital role in different
phases of Indian history, particularly in mobilizing emergent groups and
bringing about different movements and civil society initiatives. Populism
has existed with several different ideological strands, and also influenced a
range of policies with its discourses and mobilization. On the other hand,
India has proved that economic liberalization can co-exist with populist
politics. The study period is in the period of economic liberalization, but a lot
of welfare schemes for the poor and marginalized population has been taken
by the government of India during this period, such as Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act(MGNREGA), Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana(PMAY), PM Kisan Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, Student Yojana, Beti Bachao- Beti
Padhao Yojana, Ayushman Bharat, Khadya Suraksha Mitra Yojana etc.
In the democratic country like India along with multi-party system, there is a
high political competition. Each political party or every alliance group of
political parties wants to come in power or the rulling party wants to retain
the power. As a result, every political party within a political competition
takes the path of popular politics either to come in power or to retain the
power. In the environment of political competition, the common people get
direct benefits from the populist policies taken by the government. Now, we
have to take an attempt to analyze the relationship between populism and
development in terms of Human Development Index(HDI) in India for the
period from 1990 to 2020.
In calculating HDI, the United Nations(UN) has considered three
dimensions- health, education and per capita income. Here HDI is a
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composite index of the three
three- health, education and
nd per capita income. The
HDI serves as a frame of reference for both social and economic development.
It is a summary measure for monitoring long
long-term
term progress in a country’s
average level of human development in three basic dimensionsdimensions a long and
healthy life, access to knowledge and decent standerd of living. The HDI was
introduced in 1990 to emphasize that people and their capabilities should be
the ultimate criteria for assessing the development of a country, not just
economic growth.
Since its introduction
uction in 1990, the HDI had been the Arithmetic Mean(AM) of
the three component indices. This method of aggregation allowed for perfect
substitutability,i.e., a poor performace in oner dimension could be
compensated for by good performance in another. The revised HDI uses a
Geometric Mean(GM) of the component indices. Adopting the GM produces
lower index values with uneven
uneven-dvelopment
dvelopment across dimensions, because the
GM takes into account the differences in achievement across dimentions. As a
result, poor performance
ormance in any dimension is directly reflected in the HDI
value.
Now, we have to analyze the relationship between populism and development
of India putting the values of human development index in the context of
human development growth and population gro
growth
wth for the period, 1990-2020
1990
in the graphs below:
GraphGraph-IV
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GraphGraph-V
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and UNDP-Human Development Report as well as self-made graph.
The Graph-IV shows that the HDI is in an increasing trend, but it is
remarkably pointed out that India has been gradually moving towards the
upper level of HDI. Cut-off points as per HDI Report-2014 are very high =
0.800 and above, high = 0.700-0.799, medium = 0.550-0.699 and low = below
0.550. So, India has reached at the medium level of human development, but
it is a challenging task to keep the rising trend of HDI, because the Graph-V
shows that with a ten-years’ interval a new nation of approximately 200
million population has been added to the old one as per growth rate of
population. A huge additional social infrastructures and other facilities for
human development of the increased population is required. The Graph-V
also shows that with the growth of population, the growth rate of HDI has
not been proportionately taken place. It indicates the uneven-development
across dimensions. Although the HDI is in an increasing trend, yet India as
the World-largest democratic post-colonial country, has been facing socioeconomic and political challenges since its Independence. Besides, as per the
Constitution of India, it has a great promise to do the welfare of the people.
Keeping in view the welfare of the rank and file as well as the political
competition for retaining the power, the leaders of the country are bound to
follow the popular politics. Therefore, in spite of having lot of the existing
socio-economic and political problems, the increasing trend of HDI in the
country like India clearly indicates that there is a positive co-relation
between populism and human development. Side by side, it is also pointed
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out that there is a Himalayan problem like unemployment of educated-skilled
educated
youth as per office record of the Gov
Government
ernment of India. The increasing trend of
HDI indicates that the expansion of educated and healthy people has been
made, but adequate opportunities for their employment have not yet been
created; their growth potential remains unutilized, which has created a great
loss of potentiality of educated youth. Hence, it indicates that a balance
between demand polity and command polity is highly needed to create
employment opportunities for educated and skilled youth in India as stated
by Rudolph and Rudolph (1987) in their book, “In Pursuit of Lakshmi: The
Political Economy of the Indian State”.
In the environment of political competition, the popular politics has been
rising across the globe. So, India as the world
world-largest
largest democratic post-colonial
post
country is not the exception to the theory of populism. Generally, in the
environment of popular politics, voter participation is increased gradually.
Therefore, now we have to make an attempt to perceive the relationship
between populism and human development in the per
perspective
spective of increasing
voter participation in the graph below:
GraphGraph-VI
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The Graph-VI
VI shows the increasing trend of voter participation. Generally,
Genera
the popular politics stimulate the increasing voter participation gradually in
each next election. Although the voter participation doesn’t reach at a
satisfactory level in comparison of total voters, yet increasing voter
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participation could create pressure on the government to deliver better public
goods and services in the country. It compels the government to adopt more
and more popular policies not only for welfare of the people, but also for
retaining the power in the environment of political competition. Therefore,
there is also a positive co-relation between populism and human development
due to political competition.
The coco-existence of populism and economic liberalization in India: India is a
welfare state. A welfare state is based on the principles of equality of
opportunity and equitable distribution of wealth. It also focuses on the
governmental responsibility for those who are unable to avail themselves of
the minimal provisions of a good life. Under this system, the welfare of its
citizens is the responsibility of the state. A welfare state regards itself as an
agency of social service rather than an instrument of power. Along with the
principles outlined in the Preamble, Fundamental Rights and Directive
Principles lay the foundations of India as a Welfare State. Article-38 of the
Constitution of India also mentions that- “the state shall strive to promote
the welfare of the people by securing and protecting as effectively as it may, a
social order in which justice-social, economic and political- shall pervade all
institutions of national life.” This provision provides a broad frame-work for
the establishment of the welfare state. In this perspective, it is inevitable for
political leaders to adopt popular politics within the political competition of
the world-largest democratic post-colonial country like India. On the other
hand, in the era of liberalization, privatization and globalization (LPG), India
can’t shut the door, and can’t open the door fully and blindly before the world.
With the LPG, the populism has also been increasing all over the world. The
forms of populism are different in different countries according to their needs.
From the socio-economic view point, a huge infrastructural development is
highly needed in India, especially to keep the increasing trend of HDI and to
create employment opportunities for the educated-skilled youth. There is
ample scope for enlarging the opportunities of the people for their better
living, but financial capital is major hindrance in India. On the basis of this
ground, the Government of India has adopted the liberalization policy in such
a manner that the welfare of the people can be served and by creating
employment opportunities the educated and skilled people can be benefited.
But we can’t say that the inequality of income and wealth among the
different groups of people has been decreased according to the philosophy of
the Preamble of the Constitution of India; rather the difference between
haves and have-nots is very prominent. If we observe the income-share held
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by different groups of people during the period, 2010
2010-2018,
2018, the prevailing
situation of income-share
share among the people in India at a glance is to be
reflected in the graph below:
GraphGraph-VII
INCOME SHARE OF INDIA AMONG POPULATION

28.20%

18.80%

53%

Poorest 40%

Richest 11%

Others(poor & middle class) 49%

from The World Bank Reports
Source: Compilation and Computation of data fr
(2010-2018) and self-made
made graph.
The Graph-VII
VII shows that the poorest 40% of population in India enjoy only
18.80% of total income and wealth and the poor and middle class 49% of
population enjoy only 28.20%, i.e., 89% of total po
population
pulation consisting of poor
and middle class enjoy 47% share of total income and wealth, whereas only
11% richest of the total population hold 53% share of total income and wealth
in India. It reflects a gulf
gulf-difference between haves and have-nots
nots in India.
India
In spite of that, India as the world
world-largest
largest democracy is bound to adopt
popular politics within an environment of political competition along with
multi-party
party system from the view point of a welfare state as well as domestic
and international needs and pressure for liberalization can’t be avoided.
Therefore, it is a challenging task for the country like India to balance the coco
existence of populism and economic liberalization for maintaining the
objective of welfare state as well as to make the balance between demand
polity and command polity for creating employment opportunities of the
educated and skilled youth and for infrastructural development to keep the
increasing trend of HDI.
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Conclusion:
Conclusion:
India as Independent India has started her journey along with a lot of socioeconomic and political problems taking a load from the British India. In the
perspective of post-colonial countries, the political leaders have been
gradually moving towards popular politics; especially in Indian context, there
are state, civil society and political society. Here the concept of the democracy
is different from other liberal democratic countries. From the view point of
popular politics in India, it has been established that the democracy is the
government of, for and by the governed. On this ground, the co-existence of
the two opposite entities like populism and economic liberalization has
become inevitable in India.
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